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Golden Eagles 
The nest of a pair of Golden Eagles 
was discovered northeast of Chadron 
in the summer of 1959 by Dick Has-
low. On a hot Sunday afternoon, four 
people went to investigate and found 
two young. In the process of getting 
closer to the nest the young were 
accidently flushed from the nest. 
Though they appeared to be fully 
feathered, they could not fly and 
sailed down to the ground about 40 
feet below. They were not hurt. 
Photographs show the pattern of the 
wings as it is moving away from the 
camera, and the size of the talons. 
Though the birds threatened with 
their beaks, they seemed easy to 
handle and no one was hurt by them. 
Not until the first one was returned 
to the nest (by use of a rope) did 
the second one take to the air. 
The nest was located on a ledge 
which also supported one pine tree. 
The ledge was about midway on the 
sheer wall of a butte which was about 
60 feet high. 
Though the group was at the sitE; 
of the nest about two hours, the 
adults did not appear. 
-Doris Gates, Chadron 
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History and Status of Introduced Game Birds 
In Nebraska 
by John and Ann Mathisen 
Prior to the advent of modern 
game management and the philosophy 
of conservation, over-hunting and 
destruction of habitat had seriously 
reduced and even extirpated some 
species of game birds from the Ne-
braska scene. Even after protective 
legislation had been enacted some 
species were not able to re-occupy 
their former range due to modifica-
tions imposed by man on their 
habitat. It was evident that native 
game birds would not be abundant 
enough to supply the recreational 
needs of a growing population. The 
immediate answer was to find exotic 
species which would fulfill the re-
quirements of the hunter and at the 
same time maintain themselves in the 
available habitat. 
This paper concerns the history 
and status of introduced game birds 
in Ne·braska. Included are those 
species foreign to North America, 
those which have been introduced 
from other states and those which 
were introduced after being extir-
pated. 
Information was obtained primarily 
from publications and personnel of 
the Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission. Appreciation is 
expressed to the many conservation 
officers and biologists who provided 
information. 
The information presented in this 
paper is far from being comprehen-
sive. Some of the early records were 
vague and incomplete making his-
torical data difficult to summarize. 
Many releases were made by private 
individuals and groups for which 
there are no written records. 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
(P hasianus colchicus) 
The ring-necked pheasant is a 
mixture of the Chinese pheasant 
from Manchuria and China and the 
Caucasian pheasant from western 
Asia. The successful introduction of 
this bird in North America has made 
it the most important upland game 
bird from the standpoint of harvest. 
In 1958 the legal harvest of pheas-
ants in Nebraska alone was over a 
million birds. 
The first pheasants to appear in 
Nebraska probably drifted across 
from Kansas around 1900. The first 
introduction in Nebraska was in 1909 
by a private individual near Ord, 
Nebraska. Pheasants were released 
in this area for about 10 years. Ne~ 
braska started stocking pheasants 
about 1915 when several dozen birds 
were brought in. By 1926 pheasants 
were apparently very abundant in 
Howard, Sherman, Greeley and Val-
ley Counties. During this year the 
Game Commission trapped over 14,000 
pheasants from this area and trans-
planted them in other parts of the 
state. In 1927 the first open season 
was declared in Wheeler County and 
part of Sherman. 
The Game Commission became 
actively engaged in pheasant stock-
ing with the establishment of the 
first game farm in 1936. Prior to 
that time many pheasants released 
in Nebraska were obtained from 
game farms in Oregon and Pennsyl-
vania. Pheasant stocking has been 
carried on with varying degrees of 
intensity from the initial release in 
1909 to the present time. 
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Pheasants now occur in all areas 
of the state where there is suitable 
habitat. 
Hungarian Partridge· 
(Perdiz perdiz perdiz) 
The native range of this species 
is the plains area of southeastern 
Europe' and Western Asia. The first 
import of Hungraians in North Amer-
ica was made in 1800 in New Jersey. 
Since then almost every state in the 
Union has tried to establish this 
species. The Hungarian is now estab-
lished in 13 states and Canada. Hunt-
ing is available in about five of these 
states; unfortunately, Nebraska is 
not one of them. 
Apparently the first Hungarian 
partridge released in Nebraska was 
in 1925-26. At that time 400 birds 
were imported (presumably from 
Europe) and distributed throughout 
the state. The following year another 
800 birds were released on the 
various game reserves in the state. 
In 1951-52 some Hungarians, trapped 
from wild stock in Canada, were re-
leased in Cheyenne County. These 
releases were all made by the State 
Game Commission. Other releases 
were probably made by private in-
dividuals and organizations. 
The results of these releases were 
discouraging. Nesting and young were 
observed for several years in some 
cases, but the populations gradually 
disappeared. A small local population 
presently exists in Boyd and HoH; 
counties north of Highway 20. Hun-
garians have been seen recently near 
Wynot in Cedar County, near Mer-
riman in Cherry County, and on the 
Niobrara River south of Gordon. 
It is likely that small, localized 
colonies persist from Wayne County 
west to Crawford in Sioux County. 
*Gray Partridge 
Chukar Partridge 
(AlectoriB graeca) 
The original range of the Chukar 
extended from southern Mongolia 
and China, through northern India, 
Iran and Turkey. Since the original 
introduction of this species in Illinois 
in 1893, nearly every state has at-
tempted to establish them. Most have 
been unsuccessful. However, huntable 
populations exist in several western 
states. 
The first Chukar release in N e-
braska was probably made in 1938. 
Chukars were propogated at the Ne-
braska Game Commission's game 
farm at Benkelman. Between 1938 
and 1943 about 6,500 birds were re-
leased in Nebraska. A large number 
were placed near Walgren Lake in 
Sheridan County. Nesting occurred 
in this area and the birds were seen 
for several years, but gradually dis-
appeared. About 4000 Chukars were 
released' in eleven counties in the 
southwest portion of the state in 
1942. These had practically all dis-
appeared within two years. In 1941, 
288 Chukars were released on the 
Valentine Waterfowl Refuge and 
also on a ranch south of Valentine. 
These releases were studied rather 
intensively and it was found that the 
population was reduced rapidly by 
predation. Hardly a year had passed 
before the birds released at the 
refuge were gone. Other releases 
were made and were also unsuccess-
ful. As near as can be determined, 
there have been no Chukars seen in 
recent years in Nebraska. 
Wild Turkey 
(MeleagriB gallopavo) 
There are several subspecies of 
wild turkey in North America. The 
two considered here are the eastern 
turkey (M.g. silvestrus) and Mer-
riam's turkey (M.g. merriami). The 
eastern turkey inhabits the hardwood 
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forests and stream bottoms of the 
east and the Merriam's turkey in-
habits the coniferous forest of the 
southern Rocky Mountains. Merriam's 
turkey has been successfully intro-
duced in several western states out 
of its original range. 
Early records indicate that wild 
turkeys occurred in Nebraska; this 
was probably the eastern subspecies. 
They were apparently extirpated 
soon after the advent of white man. 
Numerous attempts have been 
made to re-establish the eastern tur-
key in Nebraska, both by private 
individuals and' groups and the State 
Game Commission. Since most of the 
released stock was pen-reared and 
possibly mixed with domestic strains, 
many of the birds did not develop 
the wild traits necessary for survival 
and either succumbed to the environ-
ment or became nothing more than 
glorified barnyard fowl. However, 
there appears to be at least some 
turkeys that reached a semi-wild 
condition. A population of about 100 
birds occurs along the Niobrara River 
south of Gordon in Sheridan County 
which exhibit some wild traits. This 
population resulted from an initial 
release of five birds in 1954 by a 
group of sportsmen. Similar popula-
tions of turkeys occur in Hooker 
County along the Dismal River and 
in Lincoln County along the Platte 
River. There is also a small popula-
tion in the vicinity of Reddington in 
Banner County. 
The Nebraska Game Commission's 
first attempts at introducing wild 
turkeys- occurred in the late 20's and 
early 30's. Turkeys were -released in 
at least six different counties and 
were apparently all failures. 
The most recent turkey releases 
have been the Merriam's subspecies 
released in the pine ridge of north-
west Nebraska by the Nebraska 
Game Commsision during the winter 
of 1958-59. Twenty birds obtained 
from wild stock in Wyoming were 
released near Crawford' and eight 
birds trapped in South Dakota were 
released near Chadron. Since these 
birds have no game farm or domestic 
background they may develop into a 
truly wild population capable of sup-
porting an annual harvest by sports-
men. 
Coturnix Quail 
(Coturnix coturnix) 
The native range of the Coturnix 
is extremely vast extending from 
England to Japan and from Scand-
inavia within the Arctic circle to 
southernmost Africa. Seven or eight 
strains are known, some migratory 
and others sedentary. This species 
has a high reproductive potential 
and is adaptable to many habitats. 
About 18 states are presently stock-
ing Coturnix in an effort to establish 
this species as a game bird. 
An intensive stocking program of 
Coturnix has been carried on by the 
Nebraska Game Commission for the 
past three years. About 76,600 birds 
have been released throughout the 
state since 1957. The birds were 
raised by local game farms and 
purchased by the Game Commission. 
Recoveries and observations in-
dicate that many of the birds move 
south for the winter, although some 
have remained in the state yeal'-
round. Banded birds have been re-
covered as far away as Chihuaha, 
Mexico; several recoveries have been 
made in the southern states. Nesting 
is known to have occurred in Ne-
braska. 
Arizona Scaled Quail 
(Callipepla 8quamata palida) 
The Scaled Quail is a native of 
southwestern United States and 
northern Mexico. The northern limit 
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of its native range is southeastern 
Colorado. 
In 1957 about 33 Scaled Quail 
were released by a private individual 
in Loup County. These birds were 
trapped in New Mexico and brought 
to Nebraska for release. 
As many as 200 Scaled Quail have 
been observed at. one time recently 
, at the point of release, aJ).d as many 
as 400 individuals are known from 
11 ranchers. They have apparently 
expanded their range considerably, 
having been observed in Loup, Gar-
field, Holt, Rock (at Bassett) and 
Blaine counties. The birds have re-
produced well and have survived two 
Nebraska winters. 
California Valley Quail 
(Laphartyx cali/arnica) 
The Valley Quail is a native of 
extreme western United States, being 
found in California, Nevada, Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. Their range 
has been extended somewhat by 
transplanting. 
In 1939 about 70 Valley Quail 
were released in the eastern part of 
Nebraska (Butler, Madison, Douglas 
and Knox counties) by the Nebraska 
Game Commission. Information con-
cerning the origin of these birds and 
the success of the release is not 
available. Apparently the attempt 
was unsuccessful. -Alliance 
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A Day Of Bird Banding 
by Willetta Lueshen 
After several days of fog, rain, 
and drizzle, the sun broke forth 
clear and beautiful. All vegetation 
was greener and leaves on the trees 
had developed enough that the ground 
was nearly shaded under the Chinese 
and American elms. This was May 
10, 1959. I might have stayed in bed 
but for the urge to get out and 
once more enjoy the sunshine and 
the songs of birds all about the house. 
I slipped out of the house at 6 :30 
carrying three Japanese mist nets. 
In ten minutes they were stretched 
in place and all ground traps wert 
rebaited with bright, fresh grain. 
As I turned to come to the house, 
two Mourning Doves flew past me 
and hit a net. One fluttered a bit 
and was free. However, the second 
was securely pocketed and I released 
it, went to the house for a band, 
placed the band on its leg and turned 
it free. By that time a White-throated 
Sparrow was in the Seth Low or All 
Purpose Trap and I also banded it. 
I started to prepare breakfast, 
but before preparations could be com-
pleted I had caught a Robin and a 
male Downy Woodpecker in nets. I 
had banded the woodpecker February 
1, 1959. All traps and nets are always 
placed so they can be easily seen 
from the house. 
Most of the day went the same 
way. Meals were prepared hurriedly 
and little other household duties were 
done. Results of the day's banding 
undoubtedly would have been better 
were it not for the wind which came 
up about 7 :30 A.M. and blew at 
15 miles per hour till sundown. The 
nets stretched taut in the wind and 
many birds bounced off rather than 
pocketing. Nets were also more easily 
seen whim moving in the wind and 
many birds avoided them. N onethe-
less, this \VIas perhaps my most 
fruitful day since beginning banding 
in September, 1955. 
In the nets I caught one female 
Baltimore Oriole, my first of the 
season; an Eastern Phoebe which· I 
had banded April 27, 1959; a Harris' 
Sparrow, female Brown-headed Cow-
bird, and two male and three female 
American Goldfinches. One female 
Yellow-shafted Flicker was in a net 
along with two Warbling Vireos. 
These were my first vireos Of the 
season. 
In the Potter three-celled traps I 
caught 11 Harris' Sparrows two of 
which had been banded previously, 
one on November 24 and the other 
December 18, 1958. Also, I caught 
three White-crowned Sparrows and 
one Catbird which I had banded two 
days before .. The Seth Low trap 
caught one W'hite-throated Sparrow, 
two White-crowned Sparrows, one 
Harris' Sparrow and one Brown 
Thrasher. Nothing was caught in the 
government sparrow-trap all day. 
I had kept a close vigil on the 
traps and nets all day and was de-
lighted with the excellent results. But 
the gre,atest surprise and pleasure 
was yet to come. It was about 6 :30 
P.M. and I was tallying the day's 
score when I saw a bird hit a net. 
Before I reached it, I saw a mass 
of blue feathers and called back to 
John saying we had another species 
for the day, this time an Indigo 
Bunting. But by the time I reached 
the net, I knew I did not have an 
Indigo Bunting, but something I had 
never caught before. It was a Lazuli 
Bunting! 
Perhaps the identity would not 
have been so quick were it not for 
the fact that I had read, only the 
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preceeding day, Williain Young-
worth's article in the Iowa ,Bird Life 
(Vol XXIX :1) "The Lazuli Bunting 
Along the Western Border of Iowa: 
A Summary." The article was accom-
panied by a full color reproduction 
of a painting of the Lazuli Bunting 
by Earnest W. Steffen. 
For several years Mr. Young-
worth luia. been advising me to watch 
and listen carefully for the Lazuli 
Bunting or the hybrid Indigo-x-Lazuli 
Bunting. However, I had never seen 
it. Though the hour was late and 
the light was poor, John photographed 
the bird from several angles. It was 
not in its full spring plumage. The 
wing bars were still buffy and most 
of the blue feathers were edged in 
buff. The breast coloring was not 
bright. Nonetheless, it was a hand-
some bird and brought a beautiful 
climax to an already perfect-day. 
Several Lazuli Buntings were ob-
served in the yard for the next two 
weeks. Two males in full spring 
plumage were banded May 12 and 
18. One pair was seen frequently. 
Total birds caught during the day 
was 36 individuals of 15 species. 
Five birds were previously banded. 
Sixteen individuals, 11 species were 
caught in nets; 20 individuals, five 
species were caught in ground traps. 
The Potter traps caught 15 individ-
uals in three species and the Seth 
Low trap caught five individuals in 
four species. -Wisner 
A Robin Study In Kearney. Nebraska 
by Kent Powers and John C. W. Bliese* 
Purpose with a 100 foot tape, and the 
The purpose of the investigation heights of the trees were secured' by 
was to study the Robins, Turdus a triangulation method. 
migratorius, as they congregated eve- Results and discussion 
nings on the baseball field in Harmon On the observation dates, Septem-
Park iIi Kearney, Nebraska. ber 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 25, 29, 30, 
Procedure October 1 and 5, 1959, an interesting 
Data for this paper were gathered phenomenon took place on the green 
through observation in the field and of the baseball field in Harmon Park. 
were recorded in notebooks carried It was found that many of the Robins 
by the senior author and his helper. present in Kearney congregated on 
The investigation was carried out the baseball field and made use of 
several times a week between the it as their final feeding site before 
dates of September 16, 1959, and entering their' evening roost. Whether 
October 5, 1959, from approximately or not the birds had assembled there 
one hour before sunset to one-half before September 16 was not learned, 
hour after sunset. but they did not gather in this 
Estimates were obtained of the manner on any day that followed 
total number of Robins involved, of October 5. 
the area occupied by the Robins, and On each of the observation nights 
of the size of the trees which con- the Robins came rather uniformly 
cerned the birds. The birds were from all directions toward the baseball 
actually counted at five minute in-
tervals on four different evenings, 
and general enumerations were made 
on other days. The area was measured 
*The authors wish to thank Janet 
Race Swanson for her assistance in 
the gathering of data. 
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Five minute counts of Robins on the baseball' park in correlation to the 
weather. 
Sept. 18 Sept. 21 Sept. 25 Sept. 29 
Precipitation Mist Mist 
Temperature 60 76 72 44 
(Degrees F.) 
Wind Velocity 2 5 4 5 
(Mi. Per Hr.) 
Cloudiness 1000/0 50/0 900/0 850/0 
Time P.M. 5:35 0 
5:40 14 
5:45 49 
5:50 84 
5:55 3t! 
6:00 103 
6:05 184 
6:10 234 
6:15 343 
6:20 298 
6:25 180 
6:30 75 
6:35 25 
6:40 0 
6:45 0 
Totals 1631 
field, and not by any noticeable flight 
paths. Very seldom did the Robins 
enter the ball field in flocks; in-
stead the general trend seemed to be 
for them to come singly, or, on 
occasion, in pairs. The largest flock 
of Robins that was observed enter-
ing the ball field consisted of six 
birds. 
In entering the ball field the maj-
ority of the birds took a very low 
altitude which was very seldom much 
higher than the tops of the trees. 
Some of the Robins, in fact, entered 
the area by flying through openings 
among the branches, or even below 
the branches of the trees. The trees 
surrounding the ball field were all 
approximately the same height, and 
averaged 47 feet. 
In contrast to the Robins' method 
of entering the baseball field, their 
general method of departure was to 
leave in flocks of greatly v,aried size, 
although singles and pairs were 
0 0 0 
0 0 13 
0 0 24 
0 9 29 
5 10 48 
27 49 84 
37 80 200 
103 114 213 
167 227 290 
201 230 206 
232 211 125 
186 118 43 
5,5 12 0 
10 4 0 
0 0 0 
1023 1084 1275 
observed many times. A low altitude 
was again taken by the birds as the 
majority flew toward a roost located 
in the northwest corner of Harmon 
Park. The remaining Robins that did 
not enter the roost seemed to fly into 
the residential area around the park. 
The Harmon Park roost was com-
posed mostly of American Elms, but 
conifers of various types and somtl 
shrubs were also present, The trees 
covered approximately 3,000 square 
feet, or .68 of an acre, had an average 
height of 31 feet, and were very 
closely grouped together. 
Although ,data gathered are insuf-
ficient to prove the point, repeated 
observations gave the writers the 
strong impression that a greater 
number of Robins congregated in the 
ball field on days when the weather 
seemed the most disagreeable. The 
time of their arrival and the time of 
their departure also seemed to be alt-
ered by unsuitable weather. Under 
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such conditions' they seemed to come 
somewhat earlier and to leave earlier. 
The accompanying table shows the 
counts made of the Robins at the 
end of each five minutes on four dif-
ferent observation dates, September 
18, 21, 25, and' 29. Corroborating the 
ideas mentioned above, they tend to 
indicate that more Robins congregated 
in the ball field in disagreeable weath-
er than in pleasant weather, and that 
their time of arrival at the field and 
the time of departure from the field 
were earlier. 
According to the table the peak 
number of Robins at anyone time in 
the ball field occurred within a 15 
minute period, from approximately 
6:10 to 6:25 P.M., and according to 
the same data the increase of Robins 
in the baseball field seemed to be 
more gradual than the decrease in 
number. 
An interesting note was the loca-
tion that the Robins took on their 
arrival on the baseball field and the 
sequence pattern thcy followed. In 
general the first Robins that arrived 
at the field congregated near the first 
base of the ball diamond just where 
the grass began. Later arrivals con-
gregated farther from the first base 
area, but like the first Robins they 
also stayed as near as possible to the 
edge of the diamond. When this area 
became somewhat covered with Rob-
ins, still later arrivals gradually 
occupied the area generally called the 
outfield until the entire green field 
was covered. The baseball diamond 
had very little plant growth and very 
seldom did the Robins venture onto 
it. A measurement of the ball field 
revealed that it was approximately 
225 feet long on each side, or 1.18 
acres in extent. When the peak num-
ber of Robins were present at the 
field, the entire green area was 
covered with the birds. The last. Rob-
ins to leave, it might be added, were 
generally, if not always, the ones 
nearest the edge of the diamond. 
Although the area of ground join-
ing the actual baseball field appeared 
just as green as the baseball field 
proper, very seldom, if ever, did the 
Robins venture onto it. An examina-
tion of the condition of the soil and 
grass revealed that the soil was more 
porous nearer the diamond than 
farther out. 'l'he Robins in their ap-
parent search for food carried on a 
scratching and pecking process, and 
it may well have been that the birds 
found the more porous soil the easiest 
place in which to work. It must be 
admitted, however, that no verifica-
tion for this hypothesis was dis-
covered. 
A very interesting flight pheno-
menon was also noted on occasion. A 
single Robin would rise from the 
ground and fly approxiately 10 feet 
above the other Robins. The Robin 
in doing so would seem to cause a 
chain reaction because the first Rob-
ins that it flew over would rise to 
fly after it. When these Robins would 
fly over other Robins on the ground 
they would also rise to follow the 
first group. This reaction would 
continue to take place until the entire 
flock in the air had departed from 
the basebaH field. This behavior was 
not invariable, however, for just as 
frequently a single Robins' flight 
would cause no such behavior at all, 
even though it would rise from the 
same general location on the field 
and fly in the same direction. In 
both cases no sound would be uttered 
by the first Robin and no outside 
disturbance seemed to take place. 
The Robins that followed would utter 
many calls and the entire flock 
would fly extremely fast. 
Many times Robins were observed 
chasing an individual Common Grack. 
Ie, Quiscalus quiscula, from the ball 
field when it ventured to land there, 
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but when a flock of Common Grackles 
landed on the field the Robins carried 
on their busy work of pecking and 
scratching as though no intruders 
were present. 
On several occasions the birds were 
deliberately frightened from their 
feeding sites. Careful observation of 
these places revealed the presence of 
seeds, 'pieces of plant roots, and 
small animals such as worms, and 
insects. * 
*This research paper was submitted 
to the department of biology in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements of 
the course Biology 420 at Nebraska 
State College, Kearney, Nebraska, 
January, 1960. 
1959 Nesting Report 
Compiled by M. L. and C. G. Pritchard 
This is the fourth nesting report. 
Areas one through five are the same 
areas established four years ago 
when we began the nesting report 
project. This year fifteen reports. 
were submitted to the Editor. Thir-
teen of Nebraska's counties were 
represented: three from Area 1, 
three from Area 2, one from Area 3, 
one from Area 4, and five from 
Area 5. Reports were as follows: 
Area 1. Miss Doris Gates, Chadron; 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Mathisen, Alliance. 
Area 2. Mrs. Oona Bassett, Tyron; 
Mrs. E. C. Logan, Springview; Mar-
vin D. Schwilling, Burwell. 
Area 3. Marvin D. Schwilling, Bur-
well. 
Area 4. Mrs. Morris A. Cox, Her-
shey; Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer, North 
Platte. 
Area 5. Audubon Naturalists' Club, 
Lincoln ; John C. W. Bliese, Kearney; 
Leroy M. Gates, Peru; Mrs. Paul 
Heineman, Plattsmouth; Harold' Turn-
er, Bladen; Mrs. Adolf Wensien, 
Brownville. 
State-wide records accumulated by 
the Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission for game and 
ecologically associated species. 
1959 Nesting Report: Eared Grebe 
(1, 2, 3), Pied-billed Grebe (3), 
Double-crested Cormorant (4), Great 
Blue Heron (2, 4, 5), Eastern Green 
Heron (4, 5), Black-crowned Night 
Heron (1, 3, 5), American Bittern 
(3, 5), Mallard (all), Gadwa.ll (1, 2, 
5), Pintail (all), Green-winged Teal 
(all), Blue-winged Teal (aU), Shovel-
ler (1, 2, 3, 5), Wood Duck (5), 
Redhead (1, 2, 5), Lesser Scaup (1, 
2, 5), Ruddy Duck (1, 2, 3), Red-
tailed Hawk (5), Swainson's Hawk 
(all), Ferruginous Hawk (1), Golden 
Eagle (1), Marsh Hawk (1,5), Spar-
row Hawk (3, 4, 5), Greater Prairie 
Chicken (2, 3, 4, 5), Sharp-tailed 
Grouse (1, 2, 3, 4), Bobwhite (all), 
Ring-necked Pheasant (all), Gray 
Partridge (2, 3), Coturnix Quail (5), 
Scaled Quail (2), Merriam's Turkey 
(1), Virginia Rail (3), American 
Coot (1, 3, 5), Killdeer (all), Long-
billed Curlew (2), Upland Plover 
(2, 3, 4), Western Willet (1), Wil-
son's Phalarope (3), Black Tern (3), 
Rock Dove (3), Mourning Dove (aU), 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (2, 3, 5), Black-
- billed Cuckoo ( 5) , Barn Owl (3) , 
Screech Owl (3), Great Horned Owl 
(1, 3, 4, 5), Burrowing Owl (2, 3, 
4), Long-eared Owl (1, 3), Common 
Nighthawk (1, 2, 5), Chimney Swift 
(3, 5), Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
(5), Eastern Kingfisher (1, 3. 5), 
Flicker (all), Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(1,5), Red-headed Woodpecker (all), 
Hairy Woodpecker (3, 4 ,5), Downy 
Woodpecker (all), Eastern Kingbird 
(all), Western Kingbird (all), Great 
Crested Flycatcher (1, 3, 4, 5), East-
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ern Phoebe (1, 2, 3, 5), Say's Phoebe 
(all) , Eastern Wood Pewee (5) , 
Western Wood Pewee (1), Horned 
Lark (all), Violet-green Swallow (1), 
Bank Swallow (1) , Rough-winged 
Swallow (3, 5), Barn Swallow (all), 
Cliff Swallow (2, 3, 4, 5), Purple 
Martin (3,5), Blue Jay (all), Black-
billed Magpie (all), Common Crow 
(all), Pinon Jay (1), Black-capped 
Chickadee (1, 2, 4, 5), Tufted Tit-
mouse (5), White-breasted Nuthatch 
(5), House Wren (all), Bewick's 
Wren (5), Prairie Marsh Wren (3), 
Rock Wren (1), Mockingbird (1, 5), 
Catbird (2, 3, 5), Brown Thrasher 
(all), Robin (all), Eastern Bluebird 
(5), Mountain Bluebird (1), Logger-
head Shrike (2, 3, 4, 5), Starling 
(all), Bell's Vireo (3, 5), Red-eyed 
Vireo (1,5), Philadelphia Vireo (2), 
Warbling Vireo (5), Yellow Warbler 
(1, 2, 5), Yellowthroat (5), Chat 
(1, 2, 5), American Redstart (1,2), 
House Sparrow (all), Bobolink (2, 3, 
4) , Eastern Meadowlark (3, 5) , 
Western Meadowlark (all), Yellow-
headed Blackbird (2, 3, 4, 5), Red-
winged Blackbird (2, 3, 4, 5), Or-
chard Oriole (2, 3, 5), Baltimore 
Oriole (2, 3, 4, 5), Bullock's Oriole 
(1, 4), Brewer's Blackbird ( 3), Com-
mon Grackle (all), Brown-headed 
Cow bird (all), Western Tanager (1), 
Scarlet Tanager (2, 5), Cardinal (2, 
3, 4, 5), Rose-breasted Grosbeak (4, 
5), Black-headed Grosbeak (1, 3), 
Blue Grosbeak (2, 5), Indigo 
Bunting (5), Dickcissel (2, 3, .4, 5), 
Pine Siskin ( 1 ), American Goldfinch 
(2, 5), Rufous-sided Towhee (2), 
Lark Bunting (1, 2), Grasshopper 
Sparrow (2, 3, 5), Vesper Sparrow 
(2), Lark Sparrow (all), Chipping 
Sparrow (1, 2, 5), Clay-colored Spar-
row (2,3,5), Field Sparrow (2,3,5), 
Song Sparrow (2). 
This is the longest of our nesting 
reports with 129 species included. Of 
these, 17 are being reported for the 
first time, bringing the total to 144. 
Note: Among the species reported 
for the first time are three introduced 
species: the Coturnix Quail which was 
introduced several years ago; the 
Scaled Quail which has been released 
in Garfield and/or Loup counties by 
private game fanciers (their success 
has prompted a stocking program 
by the Nebraska Game Commission 
begun in 1960) ; the Merriam's Turkey 
which had "encouraging nesting re-
sults" in the Pine Ridge area where 
they were released during the winter 
of 1958-1959. 
We are planning a five-year sum-
mary of the Nesting Reports for 
1961, so let's have a report from 
everyone even if it only reports 
species in your dooryard. You do yOU?' 
part, and we're sure the others will, 
too. -Lincoln 
Frederick J. Adams - 1870-1960 
Frederick J. Adams, a member of 
the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
since 1925, died in Omaha January 
19, 1960. He was born in Ontario, 
Canada, in 1870 and came to Omaha 
in 1885 where he had been in business 
until his. retirement in 1932. 
Mr. Adams was well known in 
Omaha for his civic interest and 
especially because of his interest in 
the parks. He did much toward de-
veloping the Fontenelle Forest, and 
a park located at Thirtieth Street 
and Bedford Avenue is named for 
him. 
He is survived by his wife, Mary; 
three sons, Dr. Payson Adams and 
Emerson Adams of Omaha and Dr. 
Blair Adams of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; eight grandchildren and 
eight great-granchildren. 
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General Notes 
REQUEST FOR ECTO-P ARA-
SITES.-All of the species in 12 
families of mites are parasitic on 01' 
in birds, but to date information is 
almost non-existent concerning these 
groups in North America. Except for 
the nasal mites and a few of the 
species of more obvious economic im-
portance, this vast assemblage of 
mites has been almost completely 
ignored in this hemisphere. Extensive 
collecting coupled with comprehensive 
studies of the systematics, biology, 
and ecology of these acarines are 
greatly needed in North America. 
Members of the. Department of 
Entomology, University of Nebraska, 
under the direction of Dr. W. T. 
At yeo, are undertaking the systematic 
study of several groups of the feather 
mites. A successful pilot study was 
initiated in Nebraska during the 
summer of 1959, and an extended 
collecting trip is planned during the 
summer of 1960 in the southeastern 
states. Further arrangements are 
being made to collect bird specimens 
throughout North America, as well as 
obtaining the few parasitic mite col-
lections from various institutions. 
Considerable help could be derived 
from interested individuals who have 
access to birds. Birds that have been 
killed or injured could be profitably 
used. However, certain techniques 
must be followed. Birds should be 
sealed in individual plastic bags and 
frozen; arrangements can then be 
made with this department for ship-
ping. 
If anyone is interested in aiding 
in this endeavor, it should be pointed 
out that both state and federal col-
lecting permits are necessary. We 
would be happy to write a covel' 
letter for applications and/or give 
any necessary information.-Normam, 
L. Braasck, Dept. of Entomology, 
Uni. of Nebr., Lincoln 
SNOW BUNTINGS.---January 3 
(1960), three Snow Buntings were 
seen along the highway just east of 
the Stapleton junction north of North 
Platte. January 14, five Snow Bunt-
ings were seen four miles northwest 
of Burwell in a flock of several 
Horned Larks. January 27, 82 birds 
were counted in a flock that must 
have numbered slightly over 100. They 
were 15 miles south of Bassett. All 
birds in the flock were Snow Bunt-
ings. The same day 19 Snow Bunt-
ings were seen on the Lyle Worden 
Ranch on the Garfield-Holt County 
line about 25 miles north of Burwell. 
Though I looked last year, I saw 
none.-Marvin D. Sckwilling, Burwell 
While taking a hike between Staple-
ton and Gandy on Febr. 11, 1960, I 
flushed a Snow Bunting from the side 
of the highway grade which was com-
pletely covered' with snow. It flew a 
short distance a few feet above the 
surface of the grade and again lit 
on the side of the grade. When I ap-
proached it, it took to the air, mount-
ing higher and higher much in the 
manner of the Horned Lark. Both 
times, while in flight, it uttered first 
its buzz note and then its teer call 
note. This is the third observation 
for the Snow Bunting in Logan 
County. One was seen on Febr. 2, 
1937, and three on Febr. 20, 1938. 
-Earl W. Gwndon, Stapleton 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 
IN LOGAN COUNTY.-On the after-
noon of Dec. 12, 1959, we heard a 
strange bird note. After searching the 
tree tops and trunks we discovered a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker in the big elm 
tree by the bird bath. It flew from 
the elm tree to another tree, back and 
forth several times, each time dipping 
down almost to the surface of the 
water in the bath. Then a Flicker 
came to the bath and began drink-
ing. Immediately the Red-bellied 
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Woodpecker came to the bath and 
began drinking. When its thirst was 
satisfied, its flew away and was not 
seen again. This was the second 
observation of this species, the other 
Mid-Winter Meeting 
The Fourth Annual Mid-Winter 
Meeting of the Nebraska Ornitholo-
gists' Union was held in Lincoln 
at the Hotel Lincoln January 23, 1960. 
There were about 70 people in at-
tendance. The program was as fol-
lows: "Banding and Gener,al Observa-
tions," Harry E. Weakly of Lincoln; 
"Modern Bird Artists," Mrs. O. W. 
Ritchey of Hastings; "Pronunciations 
of Vernacular Bird Names," Mrs. 
Adolf Wensien of Brownville; "A 
Day of Bird Banding," Mrs. John 
Lueshen of Wisner; "Hawk and Owl 
Legislation," Joe Murphy and Donald 
Ingold of Lincoln; "Birding Areas 
in the Pine Ridge," Doris Gates of 
Chadron; "Some Attempts at Raising 
Birds," Henry Baumgarten of Lin-
being on April 11, 1954, about 12 miles 
east of Stapleton along the South 
Loup River. 
-Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton 
coin; "A Proposed Trip to Prairie 
Chicken Booming Grounds in 1960," 
Marvin Schwilling of Burwell. 
Local arrangements were made by 
the Audubon Naturalists' Club of 
Lincoln with Miss Rosalind Morris 
as president. The program was ar-
ranged by the secretary, Bill Huntley. 
President Mrs. John Lueshen presid-
ed. 
Fall Field Trips 
In 1959 two Fall Field Trips were 
held. One was at Valentine Sunday, 
Sept. 27, and the other was at Omaha 
at Fontenelle Forest, Sunday, Oct. 4. 
Two Fall Field Trips are also plan-
ned for 1960-one at Ogallala and 
one in Nemaha County around Au-
burn. Details will be available later. 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
Treasurers' Report 
Cash Balance, J,anuary 6, 1959 145.30 
Membership receipts 15 new members 45.00 
133 renewal members 399.05 
13 sustaining members 65.00 
1 Life member 50.00 559.05 
Magazine subscriptions 102.00 
Single copies sold 2.00 104.00 
Sales of Nebraska Check List 51.00 
Interest on bonds 1.25 
Winter meeting (Tout Bird Club) 15.00 
Balance from Yankton meeting 2.20 17.20 
Prepaid subscriptions) 1960 or 38.00 
Prepaid memberships) later 113.00 151.00 883.00 
1,028.80 
Nebraska Bird Review 
Expenditures 
Graham Printing Service January Review 
April 
July 
October 
Quiz Engraving - Cuts 
Addressing supplies 
Book (AOU Checklist) 
Incorporating expenses 
Officials' expenses 
Doris Gates 
Mrs. Ritchey 
Mrs. Lueshen 
J. C. W. Bliese 
Bertha Winters 
Burton Nelson 
R. G. Cortelyou 
Treasurer's bond 
Printing checks 
Hastings Letter Shop, membership cards 
Balance December 31, 1959 
Cash 
Bonds 
Investment in Check list * 
Total 
Life membership fund 528.00 
Prepaid subs and member 106.00 
Balance (General funds) 
* Unrecovered balance of printing costs 
1959 
Honorary 
Life 
Sustaining 
Active 
8 
9 
13 
170 
200 
111.22 
95.74 
90.86 
165.62 463.44 
10.76 
12.13 
8.00 
16.80 
56.14 
8.25 
50.16 
2.50 
11.10 
5.84 
5.60 139.59 
5.00 
1.50 
36.67 
1/1/59 12/31/59 
145.30 334.91 
316.00 316.00 
350.00 299.00 
811.30 949.91 
578.00 
634.00 151.00 729.00 ' 
177.30 220.91 
R. G. Cortylou, Treasurer 
31 
693.89 
334.91 
Plan to attend the Fifty-ninth Annual Meeting of N.D.U., May 21-22, 1960, 
at the Chadron State Park. Make reservation for a cabin by writing to 
L. M. Snodgrass, Supt. of Chadron State Park, Chadron, Nebr. 
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Letters To The Editor 
"During our Christmas blizzard 
(1959), a Cooper's Hawk came to 
our feeding station a number of times 
and tried to catch House Sparrows. 
They eluded it by diving into a mock 
orange bush. So far as we know, the 
hawk is still hungry. Many birds 
come to feed but no waxings. We 
wonder why and miss them a great 
deal. "-C. E. Pearson, Genoa 
"An Old Squaw male was shot five 
miles north of Nebraska City on the 
Missouri River Nov. 28, (1959). It is 
a new duck here! I have two or three 
others mounted and skins in my col-
lection. A white owl male was found 
at Wayne Nov. 29. It was dead and 
not mountable." -Ralph Velich, 
Omaha 
"The first Robin is not necessarily 
,a harbinger of spring as many of 
them stay here in Fontenelle Forest 
all winter as do many Doves and 
hundreds of Red-headed W oodpeck-
ers." --:Lawrence Dokulil, Omaha 
"Ten Bald Eagles-four are adults 
-have been at lake Minatare for the 
last three weeks (Dec. 1959). They 
harass the thousands of ducks that 
are feeding there and evidently are 
taking their share of carp. One ob-
server saw a magpie slip between the 
legs of the eagle and steal some food, 
"Northern Shrikes seem more nu-
merous. I observed one capture a 
sparrow in the bushes back of our 
house and two other bird club mem-
bers reported observing them captur-
ing sparrows." -Mrs. Jack Brashear, 
Scottsbluff 
"On September 7, 1959, I noticed 
a Mourning Dove sitting on an 
abandoned Robin's nest high in our 
elm tree. A week later, September 
14, I saw her feeding young in the 
nest. September 27, I saw the two 
young doves huddled together on a 
big limb below the nest. They looked 
cold and hungry. September 29 the 
mother bird was stuffing them with 
food and taking them on short flights. 
I am wondering if they will make 
it south before a storm, and why a 
dove decided to brood so late." -Lucy 
Logan, Springview 
"I consider my No.1 unusual (bird 
for spring and summer, 1959) the 
Lewis' Woodpecker neal' Almeria on 
May 5. The Red-bellied Woodpecker 
stayed around Taylor. I consider the 
Long-eared Owl my most unusual 
nest record." -Marvin Schwilling, 
Burwell 
" We had an intel"Csting oc.;;urrence 
here today (Nov. !:l5, 1959). One of 
the thrills of bird banding. We had 
a few fresh red raspherries, thawed 
after having been frozen, left over. 
Mrs. Glandon suggested I put them 
out for bait in one of the traps. 
This afternoon I found a Carolina 
Wren in the trap. Between spells 
of struggling to find a way out, it 
would gulp a few mouthfulls of 
raspberry. It was the first one I 
had ever had in my hand. Of course, 
I banded it with band Number 
27-15616." -Earl Glandon, Stapleton 
